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The Russian large-scale armed aggression against Ukraine has unprecedentedly strengthened
the importance of national identity as one of the most important factors of national stability. It
is identity that has become the basis on which the ability of Ukrainians to long-term, nationwide
and consolidated resistance was formed. The study of Ukrainian national identity allows us to
understand how deep values, common historical narratives and ideas about the nation were
transformed into the practical force of national resistance, and at the same time, how the war
transformed Ukrainian national identity itself.

The war not only posed extremely difficult challenges to the Ukrainian nation, but also gave
a powerful impetus to the strengthening and development of modern Ukrainian national identity,
its modernization and integration into broader European and world contexts.

During the war, Ukrainian national identity underwent profound changes. These changes
affected the self-awareness of citizens, their system of values, models of collective behavior
and ideas about the future of the state. In this context, Ukrainian national identity appears not
only as a cultural or historical, but also as a socio-political phenomenon, which is actively formed
under the influence of existential threats.

The article analyzes the determining factors of strengthening and development of Ukrainian
national identity: the consolidation of society around the common goal of protecting statehood,
a sharp increase in trust in the Armed Forces of Ukraine, a large-scale volunteer movement,
a rethinking of narratives of historical memory, a massive return of interest in the Ukrainian
language, culture and symbolics. The national resistance, during which Ukrainian society actively
builds its own subjectivity through distancing itself from the society of the aggressor state,
strengthening the pro-European and democratic vectors of its development, is of particular
importance in the process of forming modern Ukrainian national identity.

Key words: national identity, national stability, Ukrainian people, society, war, Russian
armed aggression.
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MaprnHiok P. C., Jaurok O. O., Kneb6aH B. J1. YkpaiHCbka HalyiOHaJ/IbHa if€HTUYHICTb
B yMOBaXx BilfiHH

Pocirickka wmnpokomaciuTabHa 36poriHa arpecis npotn YkpaiHn 6e3npeuefeHTHO ocuanaa
3HAaYEHHS HaUiOHasibHOI [AEHTUYHOCTI SIK OAHOM0 3 HaNBaXX/MBIlLMX YWNHHUKIB HaLioHa/IbHOI
CTifiKOCTI. CaMe [JeHTUYHICTb CTaja TUM MiArpyHTSM, Ha IKOMY C¢hopMyBaaacs 34aTHICTb yKpaiHUiB
[0 TpnBasioro, BCEHapoAHOIro Ta KOHCO/1iJ0BaHoro onopy. JocnifixkeHHs yKpaiHCbKOI HaLlioHaabHoi
[1IEHTUYHOCTI 403BOJISIE 3PO3YMITU, K IMTUOUHHI LIHHOCTI, CriJIbHi ICTOPUYHI HapaTuBu Ta ysIBJIEHHS
rnpo Hauito TpaHchopMyBanncs y npakTudHy Cuay HauiOHasibHOro CripotTuBy, i BogHOYac, — K
Bi¥iHa TpaHcopMyBasia camy yKpaiHCbKy HaLiOHabHY iAEHTUYHICTb.

BiviHa He nuwe nocraBmna yKpaiHCbKy Hauito riepes Hag3BUYarHO CKAaAHUMU BUKINKaMU,
a ¥ pgana rnoTyXHuM iMiysabC A7 3MIUHEHHSI | PO3BUTKY Cy4YacCHOI yKpaiHCbKOI HaLioHa/bHOI
[A€HTUYHOCTI, iT MoAepHi3aLii Ta IHTerpauii y WwnpLui eBPONENCbKMI Ta CBITOBUI KOHTEKCTH.

Y nepioa BifiHn yKkpaiHCbKa HalioHasbHa [AEHTWYHICTb 3a3Hana ranbuHHuX 3MiH. Lli 3MiHu
BIUIMHYJIN Ha CaMOYCBiJOM/IEHHSI TPOMajsiH, CUCTEMY IiXHIiX LIHHOCTEN, MOAENI KOIEKTUBHOI
roBefiHKN Ta ysIB/I€HHSI PO ManbyTHE AepxaBu. Y LbOMY KOHTEKCTi YKpaiHCbKa HauiOHasbHa
[IEHTUYHICTb MOCTAE He nLie SIK KyJIbTYPHUNA Yy iCTOPUYHME, @ 1 SIK rpOMaAChbKO-roaiTuYHui
(eHOMEH, SIKU aKTUBHO (DOPMYETHCS i/l BIIJIMBOM €K3UCTEHUINHUX 3arpos.

YcrarrinpoaHanizoBaHo BU3HaYaibHi YNHHUKN 3MILJHEHHS Ta PO3BUTKY YKPaiHCbKOIHaLioHaabHOI
[JEHTUYHOCTI: KOHCOJi4auito CyCcrni/ibCTBa HaBKOJIO Cri/IbHOI METH 3axuUCTy AEepXaBHOCTI, pi3Ke
3pOCTaHHS A40Bipn 40 36posiHnx Cua YKpaiHu, MacluTabHmi BOJIOHTEPCbKUI PyX, NEPEOCMUCIIEHHS
HapaTtuBiB iCTOPUYHOI nNam’saTi, MacoBe MOBEPHEHHS IHTEPeCy A0 YKPaiHCbKOi MOBM, KyJbTypu
Ta cumBosiB. OcobsimBe 3HaYEHHS y MpoLeci popMyBaHHSI Cy4YacHOI YKpaiHCbKOI HalioHasibHOI
[AEHTUYHOCTi MA€E HaLiOHaIbHWI CrIPOTMB, 3a SKOro YKpaiHCbKe CyCrli/ibCTBO aKTUBHO BubYy40BY€E
B/IAGCHYy Cyb6’eKTHICTb 4Yepe3 BiAMEXYBaHHS Bif CYCnibCTBa JAepxXaBu-arpecopa, MoCUIEeHHS
POEBPONENCHKOro Ta AEMOKPATUYHOIO BEKTOPIB CBOr0 pO3BUTKY.

KnroyoBi cnoBa: HauioHanbHa IAEHTUYHICTb, HaliOHasbHa CTiNKICTb, YKPAiHCbKUA Hapoa,
CyCninbCTBO, BikiHa, pocCivicbka 36poriHa arpecisi.

Relevance of the research. The consensus on issues that are fundamental
research of Ukrainian national identity in to the state and society. Identity has
war conditions is extremely important for enabled the formation of an effective
ensuring the national security of Ukraine. information shield against external
The relevance of the research of this propaganda, increasing trust in national
phenomenonis duetothe processesofdeep mass media. In the field of international
socio-cultural and political transformations relations, the distinct identity of Ukraine
that are currently taking place in Ukraine. as a nation waging a liberation struggle
The events of 2014-2022, in particular for its sovereign existence and the values
theannexationofCrimea, hybridaggression, of democracy has become the most
as well as large-scale invasion in 2022, important argument in gaining external
accelerated the revaluation by Ukrainians support. The scientific research of Ukrainian
of their historical memory, symbols national identity is of strategic importance,
(language, memory, symbolics) and value as it provides an understanding
orientations. National identity has become of the sources and mechanisms of social
the main catalyst for social consolidation. By  stability, the consolidation of the population
causing high social cohesion and mobilizing around fundamental ideas and values,
resources for defense, it has given rise the formation of its readiness for defense
to a large-scale volunteer movement. and self-sacrifice, and the criteria for
In conditions of existential danger, the effectiveness of state policy in
national identity significantly affects the field of national security and defense in
the psychological stability of citizens, conditions of existential threat.
reducing their vulnerability to panic moods. The purpose of the article is
At the state-political level, identity ensures to investigate the role of Ukrainian
the legitimacy of state power and its national identity in ensuring the national
decisions in the field of national security stability of Ukraine in conditions of war
and defense, contributes to the effective and the impact of the Russian large-scale
coordination of actions of state institutions armed invasion on the transformation
and ensures the achievement of public of Ukrainian national identity itself.
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Analysis of recent research
and published works. Recent research
of the phenomenon of Ukrainian national
identity in particular, the works
of V. Kulyk (*What have we learned about
ethnonational identities in Ukraine?”),
Yu. Polishchuk (“Philosophy of national
identity in the postmodern era”),
S. Boyko (“Formation of national identity
of Ukrainian youth in the conditions
of the Russian-Ukrainian war”), O. Onukh
and H. Hale ("The Zelensky effect”), as
well as analytical reviews of Ukrainian
and international research centers
indicate that the large-scale war has
become a powerful factor in strengthening
Ukrainian national identity. In their works,
scholars emphasize the strengthening
of the sense of national belonging, civic
solidarity, the transformation of linguistic
and cultural practices, and the departure
from Russian-imperial narratives.
Researchers also point to the complex
structure of modern Ukrainian national
identity. At the same time, the scientific

discourse emphasizes the need for
further research into the phenomenon
of Ukrainian national identity for

a deeper understanding of the processes
of transformation of Ukrainian society
associated with it.

Presentation of the main material
of the research. The Russian large-scale
armed aggression against Ukraine created
conditions for a deep transformation
of Ukrainian society, in which national
identity became a determining resource
for national stability and consolidation
of society [3]. It was the war that activated
the hidden mechanisms of self-awareness
of Ukrainians and formed a new type
of their national identity. In the conditions
of war, national identity emerged not
only as a cultural or social phenomenon,
but also as a determining resource
for the survival, stability and strategic
development of Ukraine.

According to paragraph
16 of Article 1 of the Law of Ukraine
“On the basic principles of state policy
in the sphere of establishing Ukrainian
national and civic identity”
of December 13, 2022, Ukrainian national
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identity is a person’s stable awareness
of belonging to the Ukrainian nation
as a distinctive community, united
by a name, symbols, geographical
and ethnosocial origin, historical memory,
a complex of spiritual and cultural values,
in particular the Ukrainian language
and folk traditions [2]. National identity
consolidates society, ensuring its internal
unity and cohesion, ideological motivation
for resistance and psychological readiness
for self-defense. Currently, in conditions
of an existential threat to the very existence
of the Ukrainian people and its statehood,
caused by the Russian large-scale armed
invasion, the sense of belonging to
the Ukrainian nation has increased many
times over and directly affects the behavior
and life of every person in general.

National identity not only determines
the cultural identity of the nation, but also
forms the ability of society to resist, unite
and recover from crises. In the current
conditions of the war of the Russian
Federation against Ukraine, national
identity has become a strategic resource
that ensures not only the moral unity
of the Ukrainian people, but also its real
ability to withstand and win the war.

At the time of the Revolution of Dignity,
Ukrainian national identity was already
based on civic values, a sense of dignity,
freedom, and subjectivity. After the Russian
invasion, these values became the basis
for rapid and voluntary mobilization,
a high level of willingness of the population
to support the Armed Forces of Ukraine,
a unique wave of volunteerism that
covered all social groups, and the formation
of an atmosphere of mutual assistance
and social cohesion. The  social
consolidation that emerged on the basis
of national identity ensured the stability
of the state in the first and most crucial
weeks of the war. National identity became
the institutional support of statehood.
Contrary to the expectations of Russian
strategists, there was no collapse of state
power, and its institutions fully retained
their functionality.

National identity allowed Ukrainian
society to overcome the fear of Russian
large-scale armed aggression. The
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awarenessofoneselfaspartofthe European
democratic community, the feeling
of the historical struggle for independence,
and the moral and psychological devotion
to the idea of freedom led to an increase
in  the readiness for self-sacrifice
and a categorical refusal to surrender to
the enemy, who had an obvious military
advantage. The psychological resilience
of Ukrainians was one of the reasons for
the failure of Russian plans to quickly
seize Kyiv and achieve “paralysis”
of the Ukrainian military and political
leadership.

The influence of historical memory
on the ability of the Ukrainian people to
resist was important. Historical ideas
about the previous stages of the struggle
for independence - from the liberation
struggles of the 20th century to the events
of the Revolution of Dignity - formed
in Ukrainian society an understanding
of the value of national statehood,
readiness for armed defense of freedom,
and a categorical rejection of the idea
of the revival of the Russian Empire.
Those historical narratives strengthened
the internal motivation for volunteers,
national self-awareness, and the readiness
of society to resist occupation.

Although modern Ukrainian identity
is civic-political in content, the linguistic
and cultural factor played an important
role in its establishment. The massive
rethinking of the meaning of the Ukrainian
language, culture, and symbolics
strengthened the sense of community
between different regions of Ukraine,
reduced internal social divisions, and led
to a sharp increase in self-identification as
Ukrainians regardless of regional origin.
As a result, the Russian strategy of “split
along linguistic lines” proved ineffective
and did not receive support among
the Ukrainian population.

Ukrainian national identity became
the driving force of resistance to
the enemy from civil society. In critical
conditions, national identity ensured
the ability of society to self-organize
quickly and effectively, the emergence
of numerous volunteer formations,
and the creation of logistical, humanitarian,
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medical, and information volunteer
networks. Those networks significantly
increased the effectiveness of defense,
often compensating for the lack of material
resources in the initial stages of the war.

National identity has become
the content basis of Ukrainian strategic
communications aimed at mobilizing
the population, forming a positive
international image of Ukraine, securing
external support, and countering Russian
information operations.

A clear, value-rich image
of the Ukrainian nation as a community
engaged in an existential struggle for its
survival and freedom has contributed to
an unprecedented level of international
military, humanitarian, and financial
support for Ukraine.

At the same time, the Russian armed
aggression against Ukraine since
2014 and its escalation in 2022 have also
affected significantly the modern Ukrainian
nationalidentity, acceleratingthe processes
of its rethinking and strengthening [1,
p. 44-56]. However, the war not only
strengthened the Ukrainian identity, but
also transformed it - from a cultural
andethnicphenomenontoacivicandvalue-
based one. The basis of the modern
Ukrainian national identity is the system
of values formed in the conditions
of war, and the national identity itself has
become one of the determining factors in
the survival of the Ukrainian nation.

The consolidation of the nation
and the rapid strengthening of the sense
of unity took place. National identity has
become the basis for an unprecedented
level of civic solidarity, from volunteer
movements to the participation
of businesses and civic organizations in
providing for the army. The war eliminated
regional, linguistic, confessional
and historical divisions, which were used
before for political manipulation. Instead
of local identities, a national identity has
been formed [6], the defining features
of which are a civic position and readiness
to defend the state [5].

The existential threat to the Ukrainian
nation and its state brought new
elements to the phenomenon of Ukrainian
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In the conditions
of war, its  manifestations  were
volunteerism, the volunteer movement
(after a large-scale armed invasion
the formation of territorial defense
forces) and the resistance movement in
temporarily occupied territories [4, p. 76].

The war also actualized the linguistic,
moral-value, cultural and symbolic
aspects of identity. The war significantly
strengthened the role of the Ukrainian
language as a symbol of resistance.
The mass ukrainization of everyday
life, education, media and cultural
space became not only a consequence
of state policy, but also a conscious choice
of citizens.

The war forced many Ukrainians to
rethink deeply their values. The basic
elements of the new collective identity were
the heroism of the military and volunteers,
sacrifice, mutual assistance, honor,
service, patriotism.

The war prompted a radical revision
of historical narratives. Ukrainian society is
actively rethinking the past, moving away
from imperial interpretations of history,
restoring the memory of Ukrainian heroes,
liberation movements, and traditions
of state-building. This creates a holistic
historical basis for a modern identity based
on its own, not externally imposed, values.

The war formed a new system
of national symbols - the flag, the coat
of arms, the slogan “Glory to Ukraine!”,
and the figures of fallen heroes. These
symbols unite society and become
the source of its new collective memory.

The recognition by the community
of leading states of Ukraine’s war against
Russia as a struggle of Ukrainians
to preserve their national identity
contributed to its establishment not only
within the country, but also on the world
stage [7, p. 84].

War is an extreme environment in
which the viability of a nation and its value
foundationsaretested. Itisinthe conditions
of war that national identity performs
a number of crucially important functions.

Identity unites Ukrainian society
around the idea of preserving national
statehood and independence. A common

national identity.
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awareness of belonging to the Ukrainian
nation ensures the internal unity of society
and reduces the risks of its fragmentation.

Identity forms an internal motivation
to participate in the defense of the state.
A sense of national belonging increases
the level of civic responsibility, readiness
for resistance, participation in volunteer
and defense initiatives. An example
is the large-scale self-organization
of Ukrainian society after February 24,
2022, which was based not only on
the awareness of the level of danger or
a sense of civic duty, but primarily on
identification with the Ukrainian state
and its people.

Havingbeenformed, the nationalidentity
provides effective protection of society
from propaganda, disinformation and other
means of informational and psychological
influence of the enemy [2]. It allows
citizens of Ukraine to critically perceive
information and distinguish true narratives
from hostile ones, thereby contributing to
the cognitive security of society.

National identity forms the moral
and value core of the nation. National
identity is based on a system of values,
which in wartime play the role of moral
guidelines for society. Such values include,
in particular, freedom, dignity, the national
state and its sovereignty - they became
the points of moral and psychological
support for Ukrainian society in the war.

The genocidal nature of the Russian
Federation's war against Ukraine, aimed
at the total destruction of Ukrainian
identity in all its manifestations [8,
p. 1], has transformed the formation
of Ukrainian national identity into
a strategic-level task in the field of national
security and defense. National identity
strengthens the coordination of actions
between Ukrainian citizens, civil society
institutions, and the state, reduces
the vulnerability of Ukrainian society
to hybrid hostile influences. Against
the backdrop of the upheavals caused by
the war, it ensures socio-political stability,
the necessary legitimacy of state power,
and contributes to the establishment
of Ukraine's international image as
a mature European nation.
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In conditions of existential threat,
national identity emerges as the basis
of the mental ability of the Ukrainian
people not only to survive the war, but
also to preserve their own statehood,
democracy, and cultural identity.

Conclusions. The national identity
of  Ukrainians has become one
of the determining factors in the ability
of the state and society to resist effectively
Russian armed aggression. Its influence

has been manifested in a high level of social
consolidation, readiness for self-sacrifice,
resistance to information influences, active
self-organization of the population, support
for state institutions, and strengthening
international solidarity with Ukraine. In
fact, national identity has become not only
a cultural or social phenomenon, but also
a strategic resource of national security,
which determines Ukraine's ability to long-
term and effective defense.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

1. Bohdanovych H. Transformation of Ukrainian identity as a factor in the formation of a new
political nation. Ukrainian Studies. 2024. No. 3 (92). P. 44-56.

2. On the basic principles of state policy in the field of establishing Ukrainian national and civic
identity: Law of Ukraine dated December 13, 2022 No. 2834-IX. Bulletin of the Verkhovna Rada
of Ukraine. 2023. No. 46. Art. 116.

3. Paul C., Matthews M. The Russian “Firehose of Falsehood” Propaganda Model. URL : https://
www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PE198.html.

4. Polishchuk Yu. National and civic identity in Ukraine in conditions of the Russian-Ukrainian
war: constants and changes. Political studies. 2024. No. 2 (8). P. 73-93.

5. Razumkov Centre. Ukrainian society, state and church in war. Church and religious situation
in Ukraine 2024. (Information Materials). Kyiv, 2024. 115 p.

6. Razumkov Centre. The identity of Ukraine's citizens: trends of change (June of 2024).
URL : https://razumkov.org.ua/en/component/k2/the-identity-of-ukraine-s-citizens-trends-of-
change-june-2024.

7. Telehuz 1., Telehuz A. Ukrainian identity in time and space: historical memory, interpretation
of the past and modern challenges of war. Scientific notes of the Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi VDPU.
Series: History. 2025. Issue 51. P. 79-87.

8. Zhurba K. Formation of Ukrainian national identity of a growing individual in conditions of
martial law: practical aspects. Bulletin of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. 2025.
7 (1). P. 1-6.

REFERENCES:

1. Bohdanovych, H. (2024). Transformatsiia ukrainskoi identychnosti yak faktor formuvannia
novoi politychnoi natsii [Transformation of Ukrainian identity as a factor in the formation of a new
political nation]. Ukrainoznavchi studii - Ukrainian Studies, 3(92), 44-56. [in Ukrainian].

2. Pro osnovni zasady derzhavnoi polityky u sferi utverdzhennia ukrainskoi natsionalnoi ta
hromadianskoi identychnosti: Zakon Ukrainy vid 13 hrudnia 2022 r. No. 2834-IX [On the basic
principles of state policy in the field of establishing Ukrainian national and civic identity: Law of
Ukraine of December 13, 2022 No. 2834-IX]. (2023). Visnyk Verkhovnoi Rady Ukrainy - Bulletin
of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 46, Art. 116. [in Ukrainian].

3. Paul, C., & Matthews, M. (2016). The Russian “Firehose of Falsehood” Propaganda Model.
Retrieved from: https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PE198.html.

4. Polishchuk, Yu. (2024). Natsionalna ta hromadianska identychnist v Ukraini v umovakh
rosiisko-ukrainskoi viiny: konstanty ta zminy [National and civic identity in Ukraine in conditions
of the Russian-Ukrainian war: constants and changes]. Politychni doslidzhennia - Political Studies,
2(8), 73-93. [in Ukrainian].

5. Razumkov Centre. (2024). Ukrainske suspilstvo, derzhava i tserkva u viini. Tserkva ta
relihiina sytuatsiia v Ukraini 2024 (Informatsiini materialy) [Ukrainian society, state and church
in war. Church and religious situation in Ukraine 2024 (Information materials)]. Kyiv. 115 p. [in
Ukrainian].

6. Razumkov Centre. (2024). Identychnist hromadian Ukrainy: tendentsii zmin (Cherven
2024) [The identity of Ukraine’s citizens: trends of change (June 2024)]. Retrieved from: https://

69



ACTA SECURITATAE VOLYNIENSES N¢ 6, 2025

razumkov.org.ua/en/component/k2/the-identity-of-ukraine-s-citizens-trends-of-change-
june-2024.

7. Telehuz, 1., & Telehuz, A. (2025). Ukrainska identychnist u chasi ta prostori: istorychna
pamiat, interpretatsiia mynuloho ta suchasni vyklyky viiny [Ukrainian identity in time and space:
historical memory, interpretation of the past and modern challenges of war]. Naukovi zapysky
Mykhaila Kotsiubynskoho VDPU. Seriia: Istoriia — Scientific Notes of the Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi
Vinnytsia State Pedagogical University. Series: History, 51, 79-87. [in Ukrainian].

8. Zhurba, K. (2025). Formuvannia ukrainskoi natsionalnoi identychnosti zrostaiuchoi osoby
v umovakh voiennoho stanu: praktychni aspekty [Formation of Ukrainian national identity of a
growing individual in conditions of martial law: practical aspects]. Visnyk Natsionalnoi Akademii
Nauk Ukrainy — Bulletin of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, 7(1), 1-6. [in Ukrainian].

ool et CratTa Haginwna ao pedakuii 30.10.2025
CratTta npunHaTa 20.11.2025

CtaTTio ony6nikoBaHo 30.12.2025

70



