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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING AS A KEY COMPONENT
OF PROFESSINAL JOURNALISTS’ TRAINING IN THE US UNIVERSITIES

It has been proven that the formation of critical thinking plays an important role in the process of professional
Journalists "training in the US universities. The article emphasizes that providing the skills of critical analysis and evaluation
of information is becoming necessary in media platforms.

1t has been investigated that critical thinking has several key aspects in journalism. First, it is the ability to analyze
sources of information and determine their reliability and validity. Journalists must be able to distinguish fact from
conjecture, understand potential conflicts of interest and watch for biases in presenting information.

Second, critical thinking includes the ability to analyze and evaluate an argument. Journalists must be able to understand
what evidence supports this or that statement, what logical fallacies may be present, and what may be the hidden motives
of the participants in the discussion.

1t has been analyzed that requirements for modern journalists are becoming more and more complex. It is substantiated
that the formation of critical thinking is a necessary guarantee for a successful career in the field of journalism, namely
helps journalism students to analyze and evaluate information from various sources, carry out a thorough analysis
of events, facts and sources of information without bias, defend their point of view and respond to informational
provocations, recognize stereotypes and manipulative methods, which is considered to be important in the era of wide
access to information.

1t is argued that critical thinking develops the skills of critical analysis of social problems, which are necessary
for quality journalistic production. Journalism students who possess critical skills are able to determine the veracity
and reliability of information, verify its sources, and analyze the context in detail. This contributes to a balanced
and objective coverage of events and the development of conscious citizenship.

On the basis of the conducted research, it has been concluded that US universities, providing training in critical
thinking, form the future generation of journalists who will be able to perform their professional activities by analyzing
social, economic and political problems.
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PO3BUTOK KPUTHYHOI'O MUCJIEHHA SAK KJIIOYOBA CKJIAJOBA
MNPO®ECIMHOI NIATOTOBKHU ) KYPHAJIICTIB B YHIBEPCUTETAX CIIIA

Hoseoeno, wo Gopmysants KpUmMuuHO20 MUCLEHHS 8I0I2PAE 8AICIUBY POTIb Y NPOYECE NPOPECiliHOT ni020mosKu
arcypranicmie ¢ ynisepcumemax CLIA. Y cmammi naconowyemvcs, wo 3a6e3neueHHs HA8UUKAMU KPUMUUHOO
amanizy ma oyinku ingopmayii cmae HeoOXioHum y media niameopmax.
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Jlocniooiceno, wo KpumuyHe MUCIEHHsL 8 HCYPHALICMUYL MAE KilbKa Kaouosux acnekmies. Ilo-nepue, ye 30am-
HiCMb ananizysamu 0dxcepena ingopmayii ma suzHawamu ixuw HaolHICMb ma 00CmogipHicmy. JKypranicmu nogu-
HHI Oymu eMinuMu GIOPIZHAMU PAKMU 810 OOMUCTIE, PO3YMIMU NOMEHYINHI KOHQIIKMU THmMepecie ma cmeicumu 3a
npeocmasienHam inpopmayii.

Ilo-Opyee, Kpumuune MucieHHs KIIOYAE 6 cebe 30amMHICMb AHANIZY8aAMU Mda OYIHI8AMU aAPSYMEeHMAayiio.
JKypHanicmu nogunni 6ymu 30amuumMy po3ymimu, sKi 00Ka3u niOMmpuMyOms meepotCeHHs, AKi N02TUHi NOMUIKU
MOHCYMb OVMU NPUCYIMHIMU MA AKI MOXCYIMb OVMU NPUXO8AHT MOMUBU YYACHUKIE OUCK)CIT.

Ilpoananizoeano sumozu 00 CyUACHUX JHCYPHATICMIG, KL cmaioms éce Oinbiu ckaaonumu. OOIPYHMOBAHO, w0
opmyeannn KpUmMuuHo20 MUCLEHHs € HeODXIOHOW 3anopyKor 0. YCRiwnol kap epu 6 cgpepi ocypHanicmuxi,
a came donomazae cmyOeHmam-JHCypHATICMam anaiizyeamu ma oyiHweamu iHgopmayiro 3 pisnux oxcepen, 30i-
CHIO8AMU pemenbHUll aHai3 nooit, gakmie ma oxcepen iHopmayii 6e3 ynepeonceHocmi, i0CmMo8amu c8o
MOUKY 30py ma peazyeamu Ha IHHOPMAayitiHi npoBoKayii, po3nizHaAsamu Cmepeomuny ma MarinyisAmueHi Memoou,
WO € BAJNCIUBUM 8 eNOXY UUPOKO20 00CMYNY 00 iHpopmayii.

Apeymenmosano, wo Kpumuune MUCIEHHA PO3BUBAE Y CIMYOEHMIE HABUYKU KPUMUYHO2O0 AHANIZY CYCNITbHUX
npoonem, sIKi € HeoOXIOHUMU OJisL AKICHO20 JCYPHANICMCbK020 upodnuymea. Cmyoenmu-jcypranicmu, siKi 6010-
0ilomb KPUMUYHUMU HABUYUKAMU, 8MIIOMb GU3HAUAMU NPABOUBICTNG | OOCMOGIpHICIb iHpopmayii, nepesipsmu it
ooicepena ma demanvHo ananizysamu xoumexcm. Lle cnpusic 30anancosanomy ma 06 €KmMuUHOMY BUCBITNIEHHIO
nooill ma po3eUmKy c8i00M020 2pOMAOTHCEA.

Ha ocnosi npogedenoco docnioicents 3pobneno eucnosox, wo yuisepcumemu CLLIA, 3abesneuyrouu HaguaHHs
3 KPUMUYHO20 MUCTEHHS, PopMYIomb MAOYMHE NOKONIHHS JCYPHANICMIG, AKI 3MOJCYMb GUKOHY8AMU CBOI0 NPO-
¢heciiiny OisnbHicmb, aHATIZYIOUU COYIATbHI, EKOHOMIYHI MA NOJIMUYHI NPOOTEMU.

Knrouosi cnosa: scypuanicmu, npogeciiina niocomoska, CLIA, kpumuune MucieHus, KOMyHIKayis, npogeciiina
OIsIbHICMb.

Topicality of the research. It is important to
emphasize the formation of journalist’s critical
thinking in the US universities is crucial to their
professional training and success in the media
sphere.

Critical thinking is the basis of objective and
reliable journalism. US universities provide jour-
nalism students with the opportunity to develop
critical thinking through critical analysis and eval-
uation of information, facts and sources.

The formation of critical thinking helps journal-
ists learn the skills of critical analysis and critical
thinking, which are necessary for effective cover-
age of current issues and events.

It has been researched that formation of journal-
ists’ critical thinking in the US universities is a rel-
evant topic because future journalists should know
how to recognize bias, manipulation and fake
news. This helps them provide objective and truth-
ful information for readers, listeners and viewers.

Analysis of recent research and publications.
Among scientists who have made the research
on the concept of "critical thinking" from the
point of view of cognitive processes should be
called J. Anderson,V. Bibler, B. Bloom, J. Bruner,
M. Lipman, D. Halpern and others; on theory and
methodology — A. Bairamova, 1. Bekha, T. Voro-
pai, N. Dementievska and others.

Robert Hunt, professor of journalism and com-
munication sciences at the University of Texas,
specializes in research on the development of
journalists’ critical thinking. James Stoney, a pro-
fessor of journalism and media communications
at the University of California, San Francisco, is
researching methods for teaching journalists criti-
cal thinking.

Melissa Zimmerman, a professor of journal-
ism at the University of North Carolina, explores
the role of critical thinking in the production and
consumption of news. Jonathan Morrison, direc-
tor of the Center for Critical Thinking and Media
Releases at the University of North Carolina, spe-
cializes in developing critical thinking among jour-
nalists. Alicia Sheridan, a professor of journalism
at the University of Colorado, conducts research
on the impact of teaching critical thinking on the
professional practice of journalists.

These scholars and researchers are actively
working to understand and improve the process of
critical journalists’ thinking formation in the US
university environment.

The purpose of the article is to analyze pecu-
liarities of forming critical thinking in the process
of professional journalists’ training in the US uni-
versities.

In many US universities, there are scientists and
researchers who study the development of jour-
nalists’ critical thinking. Some of them are worth
mentioning:

Main material. It is important to state that
the development of journalist’s critical thinking
plays a significant role in their future professional
activities.
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Critical thinking is gradually becoming one of
the main criteria of educational reforms in leading
European countries and the US in particular.

Nowadays, critical thinking is considered to be
a trend in the system of American education.

According to G. Onkovych, journalism major
provides for the presence of professionally trained,
qualified personnel for the media industry. Exactly
the qualified training of media workers indicates
the presence of journalism in media education
direction (Onkovych, 2014).

To think critically means to freely use high-
level mental strategies and operations for formu-
lating reasonable conclusions and making deci-
sions. Critical thinking is a special type of mental
activity, characterized by the signs of which are
the development of decision-making strategies in
solving tasks, problem situations based on obtain-
ing and processing information; implementation of
reflexive actions (analytical, control, evaluation)
regarding any object or phenomenon, in particu-
lar one’s own thinking process; balanced analysis
of different opinions and views, identification of
one’s own position (Kharchenko, 2018, p. 7).

It is necessary to point that the development of
critical thinking becomes relevant precisely during
intense times of social changes, when it is impossi-
ble to act without constant adaptation to new one’s
political, economic or other circumstances, with-
out effective resolution of problems, a large part of
which is unpredictable.

The scientist L. Terletska defines critical think-
ing as thinking that has the following characteris-
tics, as: depth (insight) of thinking; sequence; inde-
pendence; flexibility; speed (Methodical bulletin
on the topic: «Development of critical thinkingy,
2017).

D. H. Clark and A. U. Beadle define critical
thinking as the process by which the mind pro-
cesses information for the purpose of understand-
ing or generating ideas or solving a problem.
According to B. Beyer, critical thinking is a method
of assessing the authenticity, value or accuracy of
something (Rakhimov, 2016, p. 12).

It is significant to emphasize that critical think-
ing is connected with language competence and is
related to the intellectual development of future
journalists and is improved through intensive
practice, including learning a foreign language,
conducting experiments on media platforms using
various narrative structures. The development of

critical thinking, the ability to analyze and interpret
information conveyed in comments, arguments,
and research reports is a necessary component in
the professional training of journalists. The abil-
ity of media professionals to work with numbers
contributes to their better understanding of statis-
tics and basic economic concepts. A competent
journalist must be prepared to work successfully
on various media platforms, from print to video,
digital, mobile, including forms that have not
been invented yet. Just as «computerized report-
ing» once enriched research efforts. Technological
innovations can be disruptive, requiring a compe-
tent journalist to accept new society’s challenges
(Clark, 2014).

According to O. Pometun, critical thinking is
a complex and multi-level phenomenon. To think
critically means to use freely high-level mental
strategies and operations for formulating reason-
able conclusions and assessments, decision-mak-
ing. From a pedagogical point of view, critical
thinking is a set of mental operations characterized
by a person’s ability to analyze, compare, syn-
thesize, evaluate information from any sources;
see problems, ask questions; put forward hypoth-
eses and evaluate alternatives; make a conscious
choice, make a decision and substantiate it (Pome-
tun, 2017).

The scholar M. Lipman stressed that for forma-
tion and development of journalists’ critical think-
ing they need a clear understanding of what it is
and what can be. It is necessary to distinguish the
essential ones characteristics, signs and features of
critical thinking compared to other types of think-
ing, know results and fundamental conditions of
its formation and strengthening. So the scientist
singles out such aspects of the critical thinking:
«critical thinking is responsible, skillful thinking
that contributes to good judgment because: a) it is
based on criteria; b) self-correcting; c) sensitive to
the context» (Lipman).

As M. Lipman pointed out, the intellectual
environment within which journalists are often
filled with fragile structures. Journalists are capa-
ble of thinking more logically. They need to justify
their reasoning, opinions, statements and all other
components of thinking. Appealing to reasonable
criteria is one way to develop their thinking on
a stronger foundation. The author emphasizes: «In
order to think critically, you need to gain a large
number of cognitive skills» (Lipman, 1988, p. 1).
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It has been claimed that fundamental the goal
of modern education is not to simply give informa-
tion to students, but to develop a critical way of
thinking (Bakhanov, 2011 p. 34).

The scientist B. M. Bagai stresses that the role
of critical thinking in modern education is grow-
ing and largely determines the quality of educa-
tion, and therefore the competitiveness of the edu-
cational product also increases. The role of higher
institutions education in the future will consist of
encouragement society to the active use of critical
thinking (Bahai, 2016, p.9). The author developed
a technique for forming critical thinking, to which
she suggested key stages: actualization («chal-
lenge»). Goal — formation of personal interest for
receiving information. Students have to think and
tell others (with the help of individual, pair, group
work; brainstorming; joint forecasts; voicing prob-
lematic issues etc.) about what they know about
the chosen topic.

Discussion — this is how previously acquired
knowledge is realized and becomes a basis for
assimilating new ones. The teacher’s task at this
stage is to generalize knowledge of students, help
each to determine «your personal knowledge» and
the main goals for obtaining new ones. The second
stage is understanding. Students get to know new
information. They should track their understand-
ing and write it down in form questions that they
did not understand — in order to later to fill these
«white spots». After reading the information, each
student should say which phrases/words helped
him to understand information, and which, on
the contrary, confused him. The main principle of
the comprehension stage the teacher should give
students the right setting for individual informa-
tion searches and further group discussion and

analysis. The third stage is reflection (thoughts).
Students should consider what they also learned
how to incorporate new concepts into their own
idea; discuss how it changed their thinking vision,
behavior.

It is also necessary to point out that media lit-
eracy as an effective method of personality devel-
opment and is connected with critical perception
of information, the ability to analyze it, create a
media product, and evaluate media texts. And it
is possible to achieve this in media US education
classes through the introduction of game elements,
tests (Pysarenko, 2021, p. 79-80).

Conclusions and prospects for research. On
the basis of the study, it has been concluded that
critical thinking is an extremely important skill for
journalists in today’s information society. Journal-
ists play a key role in reporting news and analyzing
events, and their decisions can have a major impact
on public opinion and attitudes. Critical thinking
helps journalists gather, verify, and analyze infor-
mation to provide an objective and credible con-
text for their stories. Journalists who possess criti-
cal thinking have the ability to distinguish facts
from opinions, to recognize hidden motives or
interests that may influence the content of informa-
tion. They ask questions, check sources, analyze
evidence, and assess the relevance and credibility
of information. Critical thinking helps journalists
avoid populism, manipulation and the spread of
unreliable news. It has been investigated that the
professional training of journalists in the US uni-
versities is focused on practical aspects mainly on
the development of critical thinking.

The peculiarities of critical thinking forma-
tion of journalists in the US universities should be
deeply and thoroughly analyzed.
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