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THE USE OF DISTANCE LEARNING PLATFORMS IN TEACHING WRITING ONLINE

The work outlines the challenges educators face while teaching writing online and finds out ways to overcome them.
Therefore, the aim of this study is to review available e-learning platforms used to facilitate foreign language teaching
process in general and teaching wiring in particular, analyze opportunities it gives, the applicability of online tools,
demonstrate how to combine them with onsite teaching. The author reflects on the possibility of the use online learning
environments in post-pandemic time.

This works also analyzes pre-lesson activities and their use while online and onsite work, substantiates pre-writing,
while-writing and post-writing activities and how beneficial they are to ESL students in learning English. The article reviews
the possibilities provided by Moodle and Google Workspace distance learning courses on the basis of “Sikorsky” Distance
Learning Platform supplemented with other online learning services for teaching writing skills. The implementation
of e-learning at Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute demonstrated that it enables and facilitates interaction between
educators and students, the university has developed and advanced huge amount of activities and materials supplementing
course materials aimed at teaching writing skills as well as other language skills.

The peculiarities of synchronous and asynchronous teaching of writing skills are studied in the article. The results
show the effectiveness of combination of online and traditional tools of teaching writing and the potential of distance
learning platforms.

The results of the study show that one of the main benefits of teaching writing online is the ability to adjust learning
process to students’ individual needs and learning style. Thus, online learning will eventually become an integral
component of teaching which will lead to the emergence of a new hybrid model of education.

Key words: distance education, online learning tools, teaching writing online, distance learning platforms.
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BUKOPUCTAHHS IIJIAT®OPM JIJISI JUCTAHIIIMHOI OCBITH
Y HABUAHHI HABUYOK ITUCbMA OHJIAVH

Y pobomi sucsimnioiomscs npobnemu, 3 AKUMU CIMUKAIOMbCSL Nedd2o2u Nio Yac OHAAUH HAGYAHHA HABUYKAM NUCbMA
ma 3’Aco8yromuvcs waaxy ix nooonants. Tomy mMemoio yboeo 00CAIONCEHHS € PO3IAHYMU OOCIYRHI naam@popmu enexm-
POHHO20 HABUAHHA, AKI BUKOPUCHOBYIOMbCA OISl NOACUIeHHS NPOYecy HAGUAHHA THO3EMHOI MOBU 3A2aloM | HAGUAHHS
HABUYKAM NUCbMA 30KpeMd, NPOAHANI3YEAMU MOJUCTUBOCH, K BOHO OAE, 3ACMOCYBAHHA OHNAH-IHCIMPYMEHmMis, npode-
MOHCIPYBAMU AK NOCOHAMU iX 13 HAGYAHHAM 6 AyOUMOopii. A6mop po3MIpKOBYE NPo MONCIUBICNb BUKOPUCHANHS OHNALIH-
cepedosuy 0isl HAGUAHHS 8 NOCIMNAHOEMIYHULL YdC.

Y yiti pobomi makooic ananizyiomvca uou pobomu Ha emani ni020mMosKu 00 YpoKy ma ix UKOPUCMAHHS Nid yac
pobomu oHnaiin ma ogpaaiin, 0OIPYHMOBYIOMbCS GUOU 6NPAE NEPEO NOYATNKOM HANUCAHHS POOOMU, N0 YAC HANUCAHHSL
Ma nicisk HANUCAHHA A HACKLTbKU 80HU KOPUCHT OJi CIMYOEHMI8 Y 6UBUEHHT aHeilicbKoT Moeu. Y cmammi po3ensioamp-
¢ moocnusocmi ducmanyitinux kypcie Moodle ma Google Workspace ma 6a3i niam@opmu Oucmanyiiino2o HA84aHHs.
«Sikorskyy ma inwux cepgicie onnauH-Hag4anHa 015 YOOCKOHANEHHS HABUYOK nucbMa. Bnposadicenns enekmponnozo
naguanns 6 Kuiscoxomy nonimexniunomy incmumymi imeni leops CikopcbKo2o npoo0eMoHCmpysano, o 60HO YMOXCIUE-
JI0E MA NONE2ULYE B3AEMOOTI0 BUKAAOAUIE A CMYyOeHmis, YHigepcumenm po3poous ma 600CKOHAIUS GENUKY KLIbKICHb
61paAs ma mamepianis, ujo O0ONOGHIOIOMb Mamepianu Kypcy, CnpamMo8aHi Ha HAGUAHHS HABUUKAM NUCLMA A THUUX MOB-
HUX HABUUOK.

Y ecmammi docnioacyiomscs ocobnusocmi CUHXpOHHO20 MA ACUHXPOHHO20 HAGYAHHSA HABUKAM hucbma. Pesynsmamu
noKasyloms egheKmueHicms NOCOHAHHS OHNALH | MPAOUYIUHUX THCIPYMEHMIE HABYAHHS NUCLMY MA NOMEHYIan niam-
hopm ducmanyiiino2o Ha8uaHHs.

Pesynomamu docnioocens nokazyomo, uwjo 0OHIEI0 3 20I06HUX Nepesds HA8YAHHS NUCbMA OHLAUH € MOJCIUBICHIb
HATAWMy8amu npoyec Hag4aHHs 8i0N0BIOHO 00 THOUBIOYATbHUX NOMPeD | CMUTIO HAGUAHHS YuHi8. Takum YuHOM, OHIANIH-
HABUAHHSL 3 YACOM CIAHe HeBi0 EMHOI0 CKIAO080K) HABYAHHS, 10 npu3eede 00 NoABU HOBOT 2IOpUOHOI Modeni ocimu.

Kniouogi cnosa: oucmanyiiina océima, incmpymenmu OHAQUH-HAGUAHHSA, HABYAHHS HABUUKAM NUCbMA OHIANH, NAAM-
hopmu 01151 OuCManyitinoeo HAGUAHHS.

Introduction. Rapid changes and modern Writing is a linguistic skill which is as
trends in the English language learning are important for English language learners as all
caused by the new challenges of the world which  other language aspects such as reading, listening,
accelerated the transition to distance learning and speaking. Students need to think critically,
from traditional forms of instruction used in analyze and systematize information, express
the higher education system before. The use their opinions which is impossible without
of information and communication technologies  writing skills.
in education have become ubiquitous All these aspects make the study of available
and inevitable in the long process of gaining online tools and platforms providing possibilities
language proficiency which attracts attention and functions for teaching writing relevant as
of many researchers (Kornieva, Vashchylo, the transition from traditional classes to online
2021; Baklazhenko, 2021; Lockee, 2021). instruction due to the global pandemic might

Learning of foreign languages is crucial for be here to stay which will significantly affect
successful professional, business, international the system of education. Besides, forced shift to
and interpersonal communication which distance education due to quarantine restrictions
is impossible without learning academic  demonstrated the efficiency ofusing online learning
language as well as academic writing. Thus, platforms used in language learning in general
teaching writing has become an important part and teaching writing in particular, the potential
of the curriculum. of virtual educational environments, the diversity

Many universities were forced to develop  of functions and possibilities they provide, the need
e-learning platforms on the basis of previously  of their further improvement and development
created learning management systems due to  since they make it possible to deliver information
the global pandemic. These platforms facilitate  as effectively as in offline instruction.
educators’ interaction with online learners, Thus, the aim of this work is to review
significantly help them to conceptualize various and analyze available e-learning platforms used
courses, course structures, syllabus and make to facilitate foreign language teaching process in
educational process more flexible, convenient, general and teaching writing in particular, study
accessible and tailored to students’ needs the opportunities and tools provided for teaching
(Ghouname, 2020, pp. 25-31; Hussin, 2018). writing skills, their combination with classroom
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work and the applicability of its use in post-
pandemic time.

Methodology. Many higher educational
institutions used online education opportunities
to its full potential. Forced transition to online
instruction demonstrated that traditional offline
learning and e-learning can go hand by hand.
To master all English language skills (speaking,
reading, listening and writing) the students
of Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute were
provided with Moodle and Google Workspace
distance learning courses available on “Sikorsky”
Distance Learning Platform during the quarantine.
Asynchronous learning process was supplemented
by such services as MyEnglishLab, Classtime,
Peardeck, Padlet, Google Forms, Google Doc
etc. Synchronous learning process was organized
with the help of such services as Webex,
Google Meet, zoom, Skype etc. because of their
convenience and wide range of possibilities they
give. Such services as Google Workspace (GSuite
for Education) are widely used by Ukrainian
universities for teaching different language skills
and writing in particular. During the pandemic
these tools enable educators to interact with
students more efficiently and effectively via video
conferences, chat groups, document sharing
and make it easier to communicate with a teacher
with the help of online platforms. Such English
learning platforms as My English Lab provide
exercises where students are offered to complete
writing tasks having possibility to practice
other language skills as many times as they
need. The teacher’s feedback is left in student’s
personal account with highlighted, corrected
and commented mistakes.

These online tools proved its effectiveness in
enabling students-teachers interaction, the get
students actively involved in studying process
(Toffoli, Sockett, 2015). The use technology
for studying and working distantly is beneficial
for both participants of the educational process,
teachers and students. That’s why blended
learning, allowing a combination of online
and traditional tools of teaching, has become so
popular (Sokyrska, 2020).

Results and discussion. Teaching writing is
a challenging and overwhelming task for many
educators even in classrooms, let alone online
instruction. A teacher may not be able to conduct
writing classes as often as in classroom, but
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a positive thing is that students can be given a lot
of time to practice writing skills independently
with the help of online learning tools.

Combining live online classes with self-
study and homework on the basis of online
learning platforms allows to master writing skills
and maximize students’ progress significantly.
Many in-person classroom activities can be
easily adapted for online writing instruction
and incorporated in distance learning courses to
make online classes as effective as offline.

Since its emergence pedagogical, technical,
methodological and  psychological aspects
of distance learning have been the subject
of scientific research. The global pandemic
and strict restrictions gave the stimulus for the study
of this problem (Goudeau, Sanrey, Stanczak, 2021,
pp. 1275-1280). Long before the pandemic such
big companies as Google, LinkedIn Learning,
EdX, Coursera, Khan Academy, Udemi provided
online certificate programs but the quarantine
has accelerated the demand which has led to
massive spikes in the number of users. Many
large universities have developed virtual learning
environments to keep up with the latest trends
and to support large-scale remote work. To cope
with a sudden shift to online instruction the largest
technical university of Ukraine Igor Sikorsky
Kyiv Polytechnic Institute created “Sikorsky”
Distance Learning Platform which helps to
organize online learning process, facilitates
teacher-student interaction, provides the access to
many resources. The study on learners attitude to
transformations introduced in the learning process
after the lockdown restrictions at Igor Sikorsky
Kyiv Polytechnic Institute demonstrated that
learners commend the changes and showed their
desire to stick to online learning tools in post-
pandemic time after they come back to traditional
form of studying (Melnychenko, Zheliaskova,
2021, pp. 6-9). All English language skills can
be mastered with the help of distance courses
provided by this platform. It is worth mentioning
that all courses are free of charge for Igor Sikorsky
Kyiv Polytechnic students.

Writing skills have always been one of the most
important and challenging at the same time. This
type of skills can be taught online and offline. In
order to engage students in work and make them
more motivated and interested they should be
involved in reflective process. The lack of face-to-
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face interaction leads to lower learners’ engagement
in group work in case of synchronous learning that
is why teachers must constantly invent creative
ways to involve all students in practical activities.
Asynchronous work involves using online tools,
videos with instructional sessions, samples
of essays, letters and other types of writing etc.
Zoom’s polls, Google Classroom, Classtime etc.
can be used at pre-writing and post-writing stages
as well as at mastering other language aspects
(Sokyrska, Buha, 2021, pp. 114-115).

At pre-writing stage a teacher can ask students
during online group meeting about what they
really want teacher’s feedback about with their
essay. Another good way to make students reflect
on their mistakes and learning goals is to provide
them with self-evaluation questionnaire in Google
Forms or use Zoom polls for this purpose. Various
polls are an easy way to get learners actively
involved and make them interact with the group
and contribute to the lesson.

Despite the fact that distance learning have
become ubiquitous now, not reliable internet access,
the lack of modern digital equipment or poor quality
of hardware and software is still an essential obstacle
for both students and teachers in case of synchronous
learning when live classes are conducted (Sokyrska,
2020). Another problem teachers faced was the lack
of awareness and knowledge regarding ways to
implement online learning tools into teaching writing
online and uneven level of readiness of teachers
distance education process.

At pre-lesson stage students can be asked to
prepare question, carry out some research on
the topic, find certain information which will
help to come up with ideas for the writing. The
online lesson is used for brainstorming the ideas
for an essay, discussing questions, practicing,
and developing new skills. The writing itself is
performed individually as a homework.

In order to brainstorm the ideas for writing
s teacher can use Padlet, Flipgrid, Peardeck,
Google Doc which helps to involve all students in
discussion. Using mind maps is one more way to
brainstorm and develop ideas for opinion essays.
Students can be organized into pairs or groups to
negotiate the question in breakout rooms which are
a substitute of traditional classroom discussions.
They are good for working collaborative writing
tasks. After completing the task students return to
the main room for further work.
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The combination visual, audio and kinesthetic
elements in work is considered to be the most
effective in teaching different language skills.
Reading a book with illustrations for many people
is more exciting than just gulp the text. Thus, use
visuals to make the writing task more entertaining
for students. For example, using a picture or
avideo at pre-writing task will make students more
interested in completion a task.

Teaching writing lessons online is exhausting
so they should be concise as it is difficult for
students to stay focused on lengthy lessons while
working remotely. Thus, teaching writing online
needs to be chunked. It would be effective to
meet online for synchronous part of the work
and provide students with resources and time to
work individually. Also, the process of writing
a text can be divided into parts which are performed
synchronously and asynchronously. Students can
be offered to write some parts of the text such as
topic sentences and introduction paragraph while
working synchronously and other parts such as
body paragraphs and conclusions could be offered
to write while working individually.

Distance learning demonstrated that grading
essays digitally is much easier and more efficient
that checking writing works and causes less
stress due to many reasons. One of the reasons
is that providing feedback in person can be quite
time consuming. While working with online
learning platforms a teacher leaves the feedback
in student’s work which is available in learner’s
personal account. The mistakes can be highlighted,
corrected and commented by a teacher. Students
have access to the feedback at any convenient
time. The teacher emphasizes weak and strong
sides of the work, points area for growth. If
online learning platform used for English learning
has audio features, a teacher can also verbalize
the feedback which will save the time. Students are
not limited in time to work on mistakes, they can
revise the material learnt withing a certain topic,
repeat grammar and vocabulary as much time as
they need. What should be taken into consideration
while assessing essays is that all language skills can
not be corrected at the same time. We should focus
on certain material depending on the type of writing
learners are producing. Usually the structure, word
order, fluency, style, grammar and vocabulary are
paid attention to. If necessary, a teacher can provide
re-teaching lesson based on students’ needs.



AKTyasnbHI nUTaHHs iHO3eMHO1 ¢inosorii, Bum. 14, 2021

Another important aspect is handwriting
which can cause difficulties for both teachers
and learners. Teaching writing online solves this
problem.

It is worth mentioning that one of the things
which students must be taught is the importance
of avoiding plagiarism. There are several reasons
forplagiarism. Some students do this due to the lack
of time. Another reason is the lack of confidence
in their writing skills. Sometimes students just
do not understand what plagiarism is. That is
why a teacher should explain what copyright
and intellectual property is, strengthen their
confidence and make them realize the importance
of learning writing.

Conclusions. Online writing instruction offer
opportunities to teach beyond the traditional
classroom, geographic restrictions, when students
must be self-isolated because of the quarantine
rules, and time limits. Teaching writing online
gives educators various ways to apply their
theoretical and pedagogical knowledge. This
definitely helps to recognize your teaching talent
zones and areas for growth.

The problem of equipping teachers with
e-teaching skills can be solved with the help
of professional development courses in the sphere
of mastering and implementing online learning
tools and compulsory training of teaching staff.

There are no stark differences between core
strategies in teaching writing inline and onsite
though supplementing or adapting coursebooks
for teaching remotely can be challenging task. But
after a teach grasps the basics of online instruction,
this will definitely become a rewarding experience.

The combination of resources for teaching
writing online reviewed in the article is effective.
However, in order to take advantage of distance
educationprocess, find the best ways to teach writing
online and make the lesson effective a teacher has to
combine multiple resources on various platforms,
use different websites or applications which is very
time consuming and causes inconveniences for
educators and learners. Hence, creating an online
learning environment enabling the combination
of synchronous and asynchronous learning would
be groundbreaking for further development
of teaching English online.
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